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It is time for 
school 
counselors 
in California 
to celebrate! 



The 2006-07 state budget was 
signed on June 30, 2006 
allocating 200 million dollars 
annually for school counseling in 
California. 
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What precipitated the shift in 
focus of California lawmakers 
over the past year? 
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AB1802 – Slated to increase the 
number of school counselors by 
3,000…nearly a 50% increase in 
the number of practicing school 
counselors in California. 



2006 . . . John Kingdom in 
Agendas, Alternatives and 
Public Policies states:

“A political agenda is a list 
of subjects or problems to 
which governmental 
officials are paying serious 
attention to at any given 
time.”
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Many times agendas are 
established when 

1. The magnitude of a condition  
catches officials attention 

2. When a focusing event such as a 
disaster, crisis or personal 
experiences draws attention to a 
condition
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Restoring funding for school 
counselors is a worthwhile 
endeavor

???
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Media coverage 
over the pass 
year highlighted 
problems in the 
educational 
system that 
suggested that 
students are not 
getting an equal 
opportunity to 
develop and 
succeed in 
school and in life.



2006 . . .
In an LA Times article 
published in April 2006, 
Patrick Ainsworth, an 
assistant superintendent 
with the California 
Department of Education 
stated, In
California…"there is no 
real state commitment to 
counseling and guidance 
other than words."
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Democratic primary for 

Governor: 
Phil Angelides and Westly

May 2006 Headline:  “Angelides 
and Westly, running for 
governor, back funding to 
boost advisor-student ratio.”

“A deepening shortage of guidance 
counselors in California's public high schools 
has emerged as a gubernatorial campaign 
issue after years of complaints from 
educators who say the problem leads to 
students dropping out or failing to pursue 
college. 
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Campaign ads by 
Phil Angelides 
aimed to double 
the number of 
school counselors 
in California 
helped bolster 
attention towards 
the need for 
additional school 
counselors. 
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A UCLA research study, The 
2006 California Educational 
Opportunity Report, April 2006 

Explored, “How well are 
California’s K-12 schools 
preparing students for college.”

It compared California’s schools 
with schools across the nation.
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Findings:

1.Lack of counselors, teachers with 
adequate training 

2.California’s high school counselors are 
responsible for more students than 
high school counselors in any other 
state. 

3.No other state sends less students per 
capita to college directly out of high 
school accept for Mississippi 



2006 . . .
Findings continue:

4.Students are twice as likely to go to 
college if they lived in New York or 
Massachusetts rather than California. 

5.California high school dropout rate 
was approximately 30% 

6.20% of those that remained in school 
could not pass the California High 
School Exit Examine. 
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The new school counseling 
program will be held accountable 
for improving California 
Educational System! 
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There are a lot of changes on the 
horizon for school counseling in 
California. 
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It is an excellent opportunity to 
show our worth and be 
accountable for helping students 
succeed. 
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We are now seen as highly 
valued and a necessary 
component in the educational 
community. 

What more could we ask 
for! 



It is easier for a camel to pass 
through the eye of a needle if it 
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…

Training

Evaluation

Monitoring for miss-assignment



Supplemental School Counseling 
Program Focus

���������

�������������		

��
����
�	

�
���		



Summary - AB1802:

• $200 million designated will increase the 
number of school counselors 

• Funds are calculated based on previous 
year CBEDS grades 7-12.  

• It is ongoing funding. 
• It is approximately $74 per pupil grades. 
• There is a minimum allocation for small 

schools depending on the size of the site 
(Range: $5,000 to $30,000) 



Two Fold Process
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Requirements:

• School counselors must review individual 
student records

• School counselors must meet with pupils 
and parents within certain timeframes to 
explain student records, education 
options, coursework, progress, and needs 
related to the CAHSEE



Requirements:

• School counselors must prepare a list of 
coursework required to pass all parts of 
the CAHSEE and share this with students 
and parents

• Districts will need to report data about 
activities supported by the school 
counselors

• Funding must be used to expand on 
existing counseling support



Requirements:

• The educational options explained at the 
student, parent and counselor meeting will, if 
services are available, include college 
preparatory programs and vocational programs, 
including regional occupational programs and 
any other alternatives available to pupils within 
the district  

• The new school counseling program must be 
adopted at a public meeting of the governing 
board and has annual reporting criteria. 


